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PAROLE BOARD, SAFETY OF POLICE AND COMMUNITY 

553. Mr M.J. COWPER to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services: 
I refer to the Liberal Party’s repeated calls for an overhaul of the Parole Board and to the minister’s answer 
yesterday that she would not pursue the matter with the Attorney General until she had met with the 
Commissioner of Police to discuss the matter. 

(1) Now that she has met with the commissioner, does she agree with his assessment that recent decisions 
of the Parole Board have jeopardised the safety of police officers and the broader community? 

(2) Will the minister insist that the Attorney General take immediate action about the Parole Board? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
(1)-(2) I think the member for Murray is sadly mistaken.  I have not met the Commissioner of Police on the 

issue.   

Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan:  He said on the radio that you met him yesterday. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I had a brief telephone conversation with the commissioner yesterday when he advised 
me of what he had said on radio and that he would be taking it up with me at our next regular meeting.  I 
anticipate it will probably be next week.  At this stage I have not met with the commissioner on this issue, so the 
presumption of the question is false.  I think that some of my colleagues have already made it clear that we are 
awaiting the Mahoney report and that other issues are under consideration.  The matter of the Parole Board is for 
the Attorney General.  Of course I will be taking this issue up with the Attorney General and of course the issues 
that are of concern to the police are of concern to me.  I will be raising them with the Attorney General.   
 


